and surrounding ventricles express moe; these may be for Crumbs function [8] We examined younger animals to learn whether moe Moe is a new member of the family of FERM domain proteins, some members of which serve as linkers between cytoskeleton and transmembrane proteins [21] . We hypothesize that moe may be a key component of the crumbs pathway that contributes to apical cell polarity and that Moe may link the cytoskeleton with the transmembrane protein Crumbs. An alternative hypoth- photoreceptor morphogenesis [27, 28] . The early onset of RP12 and LCA associated with CRB1 mutations suggests that it may also play a role in photoreceptor morto reconcile with the timing of cell differentiation ocphogenesis, and it is possible that Moe may cooperate curring in the retina.
with CRB1 in this process. To examine further the possibility that moe acts in the Little is known about the function of the moe homolog same pathway as nok, we assayed the localization of yurt in Drosophila and whether it interacts in the crumbs Nok protein in moe Ϫ mutants. Anti-Nok antibody labels pathway. The phenotype of yurt mutants has been dethe ventricular surface of the brain and apical RPE in scribed, and mutants fail to complete germ band retracwt embryos at 48 hr (Figures 5G and 5I) . In moe Ϫ mutants, tion, dorsal closure, and head involution [2] . Weak crb we find labeling in the ventricular region in the brain, alleles also fail to complete germ band retraction and although it is less organized ( Figure 5H) tein overlaps with adherens junctions in the amnioseRecently, the first glimpse into the retina of patients with CRB1 mutations and LCA1 has revealed lamination rosa and is localized to the apical and lateral domains of the epithelial plasma membrane [2] . Crumbs also lodefects [32] The identification of the moe locus is added to the 11. Grawe, F., Wodarz, A., Lee, B., Knust 
